
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In the Spirit” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon, “Death and Life,” is number 50 in the series.  You will find the order of worship 
for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:   
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship    
  6:30 p.m.    Garden Party

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. for 
all ages. To learn more 
about Adult Sunday 
School classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 
or send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Check out our website, www.aldersgateabilene.org, on the “connect” page 
for an updated calendar of events!

Monday:
    7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

Connections: Children’s Art Exhibit!
    I am thrilled to announce the opening of our first ever Aldersgate children’s art exhibit! It has been 
so fun putting this together with Aldersgate staff and volunteers! Local artist Molly Merck worked with 
our children’s ministry to plan an art and faith night during which 42 kids participated and learned about 
the creative and artistic nature of God. The kids used oil pastels, water colors, tissue paper, crayons, and 
paint to create beautiful images that reflect the words of Scripture. The butterflies remind us that just like 
caterpillars turn into a butterfly, God makes each of us new every day. The trees remind us to let our roots 
grow deep into Christ so that our lives are overflowing with love. Every child created an artist statement 
that is included by each piece of art. Sisters 
and brothers, we have some incredible artists 
in this church! Please take some time to look 
at the art, read the statements, and share your 
experience with the artists. I would like to give 
special thanks to Tammy Werner, who spent 
countless hours helping me put this show 
together. Her creativity and artistic experience 
really made this show as great as it is! I hope you 
all enjoy this show! It will be up until the end of 
September. — Jessica Watson



   Children’s Ministry: Fun Parent-Kid Play Night Coming Up!
       For our last blast of the summer, we will have a 
fun Parent-Kid Play Night on Wednesday, August 
12, at 6:30 p.m. Amber and I have planned some 
fun games that will bring out the inner child in all 
of us! We’re going to break into teams and have 
friendly competition with some wet, exciting 
games. We’ve done our best to make the games 
fun for all ages from preschoolers to adults. What 
will be especially fun is for us as parents to take the 
time to get wet and have fun with our kids in a way 
that we don’t do every day.  I hope that each of you 
with kids will make this a priority and attend with 
your children. 
       I will be sending out an email this week asking who plans on attending so we can be prepared. If you 
aren’t getting emails from me, and you’d like to be included on our children’s ministry list, please contact 
me at children@aldersgateabilene.org. We are looking forward to seeing you and your children on August 
12 for a fun evening! — Alayna Brooks

      Last Sunday, we had our annual — or would be if not for Jack Frost the last two years — Aldersgate Youth 
Lock-In. From 8:00 p.m. until 8:00 a.m., our youth had fun at Primetime, worshipped, watched a movie, 
and defeated the Grog that has been terrorizing our church! It is normally our biggest event of the year, 
largely due to the outreach that occurs. Out of the 35 students who were in attendance, approximately half 
of those are first time guests. That’s huge!! While many of those students may already have a church home, 
some do not, and we were so blessed to have all of them. 
      I want to give a very special thank you to the leaders who made it possible: Phoebe Head, Wyatt Goettsch,   
Ethan Ingram, and Becky Mathis. Seriously…THANK YOU!!!!

    The last four weeks of our summer schedule looks 
pretty awesome, and while there are no more out-
of-town or overnight events (Whew!) we still have 
a night of volleyball at the Judge Ely Sonic, our 
missional Love and Care Ministries meal for the 
homeless, a multi-church dodgeball tournament, 
and our Back-to-School Pool Party Bash.
   If you’re a student in the 6th -12th grades looking 
to finish the summer strong, we have lots of 
opportunities to play, serve, and kick some other 
youth groups’ tails in dodgeball! If you would 
like more information, contact me at youth@
aldersgateabilene.org.  — Daniel Mathis

Youth Ministry: Lock-in



ALIVE in the Spirit: Death and Life
Philippians 1:18b-26

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

O Death…    YIKES  …O Fear

Have you died/are you dying? (Galatians 2:20‐21)

Is your Life bringing Heaven to Earth? (Matthew 6:9‐10)

Do you LIVE your LIFE with one eye Raised? (I Corinthians 2:9‐10, I Peter)

This is as simple as it gets: if you do not interrupt your life with convictions of the death 
to come, then neither shall your death, when it comes, be interrupted by life. 

— Walter Wangerin 



    The final month of Summer Vacation is 
upon us, and we have much to celebrate in 
the Garden! All are welcome to come to the 
Open Door Community Garden (South 19th 
and Amarillo) at 6:30 p.m. tonight (August 
2) and in two weeks (August 16) for the last 
two garden parties of the summer! Bring some 
meat or your favorite veggie product to put 
on the grill and a side dish or dessert to share, 
and come enjoy the beauty of the garden as 
we work and eat together. Also, mark your 
calendars for final community event of the 
summer, which will take place on Friday, 
August 14 at 7 pm. Bring your family, friends, 

neighbors, lawn chairs, picnic tables, sunscreen, and bug spray and enjoy a FREE meal and the musical 
stylings of Timothy Palmer and Friends. (Tim just released a new album, The Half-Boy. Learn more at 
www.facebook.com/timothypalmermusic.) The photo shown to the left is from last year’s concert. There 
is more fun to be had this year, so I hope to see you there. If you have questions, please contact me at 
amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org or (325) 660-5017. Grace and Peace! — Amy Wilson Feltz

Open Door: August in the Garden

    The music ensembles at Aldersgate have been taking a much deserved rest this Summer, but now we are 
excited to be gearing up for the fall and again making music! 
    Aldersgate has two adult music groups: the Chancel Choir and the Jubilee Ringers. The Chancel Choir 
rehearses every Wednesday night at 7:00 p.m., with rehearsals starting Wednesday, August 12. We will 
sing at the 9:00 a.m. service the following Sunday, August 16.  The bell choir, known as the Jubilee Ringers, 
rehearses on Tuesday nights at 6:00 p.m. Rehearsals for this group begin on Tuesday, September 15. The 
Jubilee Ringers perform at the 9:00 a.m. Sunday worship service 4-6 times per year.
       The children’s music program will start Sunday, 
September 13, as part of the Kids for Christ 
programming. The children sing at both the traditional 
and contemporary worship services at least twice a 
year.
      If you have been looking for a way to participate in 
a ministry at Aldersgate and would like to share your 
talents with others, please contact me at wallis.david@
mcm.edu or see me after either of the two worship 
services on Sundays. We would love to have you join 
us in making fun, beautiful music, and sharing a few 
laughs along the way. Grace and Peace. — David Wallis

Music Ministry: Come Join Us!
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In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                       7.26.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $11,136.29
Received This Month-to-Date = $53,996.81
Received Year-to-Date = $453,503.62
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $28,337.20

Total Playground Pledges & Donations = $62,219.42

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 180
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 136

Total Worship Service Attendance = 316                           
 Sunday school = 162

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
on the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare 
is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



by PastorAmy We invite you to 
read Eat This Book: 
A Conversation in 
the Art of Spiritual 
Reading by Eugene 
H. Peterson. If you 
would like a copy, 
please call the church office at 
672-7893, or make a note on the 
welcome card, and we will order 
a copy for you. The price is $15. 
Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the World                

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sun:     Philippians 1:18b-26
Mon:   1 Peter 2:4-17
Tue:     Psalm 23
Wed:   Matthew 16:21-28
Thur:  1 Corinthians 15:1-34           
Fri:      1 Corinthians 15:35-58 
Sat:      Revelation 21:1-8

Chronological Bible Readings
Sun:     Acts 17-18:18
Mon:   1 Thes 1-5, 2 Thes 1-3
Tue:     Acts 18:19-19:41
Wed:   1 Corinthians 1-4
Thur:  1 Corinthians 5-8
Fri:      1 Corinthians 9-11
Sat:      1 Corinthians 12-14
           
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible 
in a year. Please consider reading 
both each day as we continue in our 
ALIVE sermon series.  

    On the morning of Saturday, July 18, I 
climbed into my brother, Tod’s, truck and we 
headed east, and then south. When we met 
most of our team in Nachitoches that night 
and the rest of the mission team in Slidell, 

Louisiana, later that week, I reveled in what I saw: an intergenerational 
group of people from Aldersgate, ranging from 6 years old to, well, 
let’s say, a little bit more experienced. A married couple. A couple and 
their son. A mother and her two young daughters. A brother and a 
sister. We all came together in the name of Christ to love and serve 
people we’d never even met by making some repairs to their homes. 
As it always happens when willing people meet God at work on the 
ground in real and practical ways, some repairs were made to our 
souls, as well. We spent some time getting to know the home owners 
and our site manager, Adrianna, who is a volunteer with the Epworth 
Project, which began in response to the damage of Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005. Adrianna is standing next to me in the photo that 
you see at the bottom of the page. What you can’t see in this photo is 
the top of sign, which says, “Aldersgate.” The team from Aldersgate 
Abilene was honored to join people from all over the country at 
Aldersgate Slidell to open our hearts to the work of God in an area 
of our country that is still rebuilding after storms that raged 10 years 
ago. Adrianna told us, “It is no exaggeration to say that some of these 
areas will never be the same.” After a week in Slidell, I can say with 
all sincerity that I will 
never be the same, 
either. And for that, I 
say, thanks be to God. 
Aldersgate Abilene 
sends mission teams 
into the world every 
summer. If you are 
interested in learning 
about next year’s trips, 
please contact me 
at amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org 
or (325) 660-5017.

(Shown from Left to Right) Back Row: Amy Wilson 
Feltz, Site Manager Adrianna, Betsy and David Feemster, 
Jocelyn Furr, Mary Haney, Larry Haney. Front Row: Tod 
Wilson, Natalie Furr, Gracie Furr, Davis Haney


